GAS SYSTEM 17-2-4

CHAPTER 17
GAS SYSTEM

ARTICLE I – NATURAL GAS SYSTEM

17‑1‑1 
APPLICATION FOR NATURAL GAS SERVICE.  

(A)

Any prospective customer requesting new gas service or an existing customer requesting additional or changed gas service shall complete and file with the City Hall an “Application for Natural Gas Service”.  The application shall be in a form approved by the City Council, copies of which may be obtained from the office of the City Administrator at City Hall.
(B)

If the prospective customer is a tenant of the premises to be served, the property owner, or his legal representative or designated agent, must countersign the application before the application will be granted for all new installations for purposes of granting City an easement within which to lay the gas line on and over the owner’s property.

17‑1‑2 
GAS SERVICES: EASEMENTS REQUIRED.  Where service lines are laid on private property, an easement shall be granted by the owner thereof providing for the installation and maintenance of the proposed service lines to be installed and maintained by the City and for the extension along or across such property for making other service connections from the same service line.  This easement is granted by thew owner upon the owner’s execution of the “Application for Natural Gas Service”.

17‑1‑3 
CONNECTIONS TO BE MADE BY CITY.  Upon the filing of an application with the intent to immediately use gas, if the same is in proper form and the service connection fee is paid as provided in Section 17-2-2, an order for the installation of service pipe, tap, meter and service connections will be issued by the Public Works Manager to make such installation and connection without unnecessary delay and to return such order immediately upon completion of the work with an endorsement thereon signed by such employee making such installation, showing the date, place and manner in which such service connection was made and an itemized statement of the cost thereof.  All applications and orders issued and returned thereon shall be appropriately numbered and kept on file in the office of the City Administrator as a permanent record.  The service line shall not be installed more than sixty (60) days prior to its use for service.  Services that have been inactive or abandoned over two (2) years may be disconnected and removed by the City at the discretion of the Public Works Manager.  If service is disconnected or removed it will terminate the gas service.
17‑1‑4 
SPECIFICATIONS FOR MAIN AND SERVICE CONNECTIONS.  The City does hereby adopt the requirements of the Federal and State Pipeline Safety Acts as its “specifications base”.  Gas Service connections made to the mains of the system of the City shall comply with requirements and regulations set forth within the Pipeline Safety Acts and related Pipeline Safety Standards as amended from time to time.

17‑1‑5

ALL SERVICE SHALL BE METERED.

(A)

All gas services shall be metered with a meter of adequate size to measure the amount of gas consumed.  Meters shall be of standard design and may be of the diaphragm, rotary or turbine type properly used at the discretion of the Superintendent.  The measurement pressure base shall be seven (7) inches water column.  The temperature base shall be sixty degrees Fahrenheit (60ºF).

17‑1‑6 
METERS, ETC. TO BE OPEN FOR INSPECTION.  

(A)

All meters shall be so placed and installed as to render the same accessible at the time for the purpose of reading and repairing.  All meters shall be set outside of the buildings where practical.  Indoor installations are prohibited unless found to be unavoidable.  If so, the installer must provide adequate vent extending to the outside and must be approved in writing by the Superintendent prior to doing any such work.

(B)

Meters, regulators, fittings, fixtures and appurtenances connected to the system and located on private property shall be open for inspection and reading at all reasonable hours by the proper officers or employees of the City.  Any part found to be defective or not in compliance with the provisions of this Code shall be immediately repaired or corrected.  Service may be discontinued without notice at any time when conditions of the privately-owned facilities create danger or hazard or found not in compliance.

17‑1‑7

TEST OF METERS.


(A)

Any consumer may request the City to make a test of the accuracy of the meter, then in use on their premises.  Such tests will be made by the City without charge, provided that such meter has not been tested within two (2) years preceding such request.  In case a consumer requests an accuracy test of a meter which has been previously tested within two (2) years, the consumer shall be required to deposit with the City the sum of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for a meter having a capacity of 415 cfh or less.  Larger meters shall be tested at actual cost of the work.


(B)

In the event such meter is found by testing to register incorrectly at twenty percent (20%) full capacity, by more than two percent (2%) fast or slow, then another meter shall be substituted, and the test deposit shall be refunded.  Past gas bills shall be adjusted by refund or credit of such percentage of the amount of the gas bills for a period of not more than six (6) months previous to such test as prescribed in this Code.

(C)

In the event that the meter is found to be within the limits and registering correctly, the consumer shall forfeit the test deposit and such funds shall be deposited in the gas operating funds of the City.

17-1-8

SEPARATE METERS FOR EACH DISTINCT BUILDING.  No person, firm, or corporation shall connect any gas service line or transmit gas supplied by the natural gas system of the City into more than one distinct building from one meter.  A garage or similar outbuilding shall be considered a distinct building.  Apartment buildings constructed after passage of this Code Section (8-98), shall have each unit individually metered.  Apartment buildings constructed prior to passage of this Code Section may continue to be serviced by one (1) meter at the option of the apartment owner.  Duplex dwellings shall be serviced from individual meters.  The City Council shall have the right to establish special services or service connections as may be necessary for larger users.
17‑1‑9

METER, REGULATOR OR CITY-OWNED EQUIPMENT DAMAGED.


(A)

Whenever a meter, regulator or other equipment of a service connection which has been installed by the City is damaged by the customer, or his agent or guest, the damages shall become the liability of the customer who shall pay the City the actual cost of the removal, repairing and/or replacement of such damaged equipment.


(B)

In the event such damage has caused inaccurate metering, then such gas bills shall be corrected in the
manner previously provided for herein to cover such period that the meter was out of order.

17‑1‑10
CITY NOT LIABLE FOR AN INTERRUPTION OF SERVICE OR SUPPLY.


(A)

The City shall have the right to shut off the supply of gas whenever it is necessary to make repairs, improve​ments, enforce rules or for any operating reason or if an unsafe condition exists.  In all cases where possible, reasonable notice of the circumstances will be given to the 

customers, but in an emergency or the discovery of an unsafe condition, the gas may be shut off without notice.  Such necessary repairs or work will be made by the City as rapidly as may be practical.  The City shall not be held responsible or liable because of any shut‑off or discontinuance of service for any direct or resultant or consequential damages to any person, company, entity or customer.

(B)

In the event of such discontinuance of gas service, the City will make every attempt to safeguard the customer.  In no case shall the customer turn on his own service.  The purging of lines, relighting pilots and checking automatic controls will be done by the City at its expense.  Where the nature of the customer's operations are such that an interruption of service might create a hazard or a large economic loss, such customer shall provide facilities for standby service at his discretion.


(C)

Whenever mains, pipes, service connections or other facilities of the gas system are taken up, shut off or interfered with by reasons of any street improvement, the City will endeavor to maintain service so far as is reasonably possible, but will not be directly or indirectly liable for any interruption, poor pressure, inconvenience or damage of any kind either to the adjacent customer or to other customers affected thereby.  Direct damages to property due to such operations shall be either repaired or replaced by the City without cost to the customer.


(D)

The City expressly stipulates with all customers and other persons who may be affected by the discontinuance of service that it will neither insure nor be responsible or liable in any manner for any loss or damages direct or indirect by any reason of any fire, or any other cause, and all gas service furnished shall also be conditional upon acts of God, inevitable accidents, fire, strikes, riots, or any other cause.  Any customer having a facility, operation, process or activity which cannot under any or all conditions tolerate temporary interruption of gas service shall provide an alternate source of on-site fuel or heat for utilization during such interruption.  The responsibility for this alternate source rests fully with the customer.

17‑1‑11
GENERAL RULES.
(A)

No additional connection shall be made with any private line or customer-owned line.  Private service lines or customer-owned extensions of service are prohibited.


(B)

The City shall have the right and option to demand changes, removal or replacement of any pipe, fixture or apparatus which is considered to be faulty, inadequate or hazardous, pro​vided, however, that this provision shall not obligate the City in any way or manner.  The cost of the above work shall be fully borne by the customer.  The City shall have the right to refuse or to discontinue gas service without notice to a customer if the City finds any installed apparatus or appliance which would be detrimental to the efficient operation of the existing facilities under the latest revision of National Fire Protection Association 54 (National Fuel Gas Code).


(C)

All persons, firms, corporations and customers are strictly forbidden to attach any electrical ground wire to any fixture or piping which is or may be connected to any gas service pipe, meter or main belonging to the City.  The customer on the premises shall be responsible and liable for any damage to the City’s property or injury to the employees of the City caused by such ground wire.  Any and all customer, persons, firms or corporations shall remove any existing ground wires immediately and if such ground wires are not removed after twenty-four (24) hours written notice, the City, through its officials, may enter the property and remove such ground wires and the customers shall pay all costs.

17‑1‑12
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO CUSTOMER'S PIPING, FACILITIES, APPLIANCES, AND VENTING.

(A)

The responsibility of the City for maintenance and safety of natural gas piping terminates at the outside wall of residential premises, unless the gas meter is located within three (3) feet of the structure, in which case the City’s responsibility terminates at the outlet of the meter as in the case of all other meter settings.

(B)

All inside building piping shall be of rigid construction.  The pipe from the outlet of the meter shall be of black iron pipe of not less than one (1) inch inside diameter and shall enter the building wall by means of suitable metal strap or clamp at a point not more than eighteen (18) inches from the outlet wall, shall be fastened to the wall at intervals sufficient to make the piping rigid throughout.  In instances where piping from meter enters the wall, the interior end shall be securely fastened so that pipe will not turn when fittings at the meter are put on.  The final tie-in of the gas line to the meter shall be made by the customer only after air testing by the customer or his agent.  Customer connections between the meter and the outside residential wall are prohibited.

Gas will not be turned on to any customer manifold that has not been first air tested for leakage by the applicant or his agent and subsequently checked by the City.  Testing must be done as a completed system.  No partial or temporary service is permitted.
(C)

The City does herewith adopt as its rules and regulations and safety practices the rules, regulations and safety practices set forth in the latest revision of the National Fuel Gas Code, National Fire Protection Association 54, as amended from time to time, as though those rules, regulations and practices were fully repeated and set forth herein verbatim so far as they are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Code.  In the event of conflict, the more restrictive language shall apply.  Any person, firm or corporation installing fuel gas piping or appliances within the gas service area of the City shall follow said rules, regulations and practices.
(D)

No surface may be constructed or placed over a gas service line or main which may produce a seal to a building wall or foundation.

(E)

All buried natural gas piping facilities owned or served by the City and distribution appurtenances shall conform to the latest revision of NFPA 54 and the Minimum Federal Safety Standards Part 192 Code of Federal Regulations 49 as amended from time to time, as though fully set forth verbatim herein.  The Minimum Standards shall apply equally to provide buried facilities and distribution appurtenances.  No natural gas piping may be placed or remain beneath any building or sealed surface except in a specified vented casing.

(F)

No meter, regulator, or any part of a meter setting may be painted or otherwise coated by a customer without written approval of the Superintendent on a case-by-case basis.  Special coatings are required to prevent shorting of insulators.
(G)

The City does not approve customer piping, which as used herein means piping beyond the outlet of the meter.  The City may refuse connection or discontinue service upon discovering any condition which may be in violation of this Code, or which may create any type of safety hazard, including venting.

(H)

No alteration, repair, adjustment, customer re-lighting, appliance work or piping work shall be done by City employees beyond the outlet of the meter except to the extent that it may be required for purposes of safety only.

(I)

All customer re-lighting will be done by qualified City gas employees in the event of an interruption of gas service.

(J)

Safety shut-off devices to protect either supply gas or venting failure shall be installed and subsequently tested for proper operation by the installer.  Written documentation of the test may be requested.  These devices shall be used when approved for or furnished with new heating equipment.

(K)

The City shall be notified of any changes or alterations, remodeling, or reconstruction, affecting gas piping in any building, house or grounds.  This shall be done using an “Application for Gas Service” which are located at City Hall.

(L)

The latest revision of the “National Fuel Gas Code” as amended from time to time, identified as the National Fire Protection Association No. 54 is incorporated herein by reference and made a part hereof.  If there is a conflict between that publication and this regulation, the more restrictive language shall apply.

(M)

Any customer piping outside the building wall shall be protected from atmospheric corrosion by the customer.  It shall be painted at regular intervals after cleaning.  Good quality paint suitable for this purpose shall be used.

(N)

The City will provide “customer choice” on the installation of an excess flow valve in the customer’s service line.  The valve, if selected, will be located near the customer’s property line.  In the event maintenance is required to the valve or any problem caused by the valve, it will be at the customer’s expense.  All repairs will be made by the City and billed to the customer at the City’s cost.

17‑1‑13 
RULES TO BECOME A PART OF CONTRACT.  All rules and regulations concerning the use of the facilities of the natural gas system of the City and the consumption of gas therefrom shall become a part of the contract with every gas customer, and every gas customer shall be subject thereto and bound thereby.
17‑1‑14
EXTENSIONS OF GAS MAINS AND SERVICE.


(A)

The City shall not bear the cost of extending gas mains.  For progressive “standard” residential lot-to-lot extensions within a platted subdivision or populated area the charge per lot shall be Four Hundred Fifty Dollars ($450.00) to be paid in advance of installation.  A standard residential main extension is defined as one having as length of one hundred fifty (150) feet or less and being connected to an existing source of supply within that length.  This charge is final and non-refundable.


(B)

For main extensions (1) other than “standard” residential lot-to-lot installations within or to reach a lot or development, or (2) commercial installations, or (3) industrial installations, either inside or outside the corporate limits, the charge shall be the total estimated cost to the City and shall be paid as an estimate by the applicant at the time the request for gas service is approved.  The cost to the City shall include all materials, labor, equipment, engineering and related items required to complete the gas main extension.  In the event that the amount so deposited is greater or less than the actual cost of the extension, such excess or deficiency shall be refunded or paid, as the case may be, prior to initiating gas service.


(C)

Extension of mains and services outside the City limits shall be subject to special approval of the Council and shall also be subject to all of the rules and regulations and provisions as provided herein or as may be amended.  All mains, lines and equipment shall be constructed by the City and immediately become the property of the City.


(D)

The above applies to mains.

17‑1‑15
TAMPERING WITH METER, REGULATOR AND ANY PARTS OF THE GAS SYSTEM BELONGING TO THE CITY.

(A)

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation or customer to break the seal of any meter, or in any manner, to make any alterations, changes or repairs on the same or to open any mains, laterals, service pipe, stop cocks, valves or any part thereof, or otherwise tamper or attempt to do any work on either or any of them without authority of the City, or its proper authorized agent.  Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this Section, or who shall willfully or maliciously injure or damage any property connected with the Gas System of the City shall be subject to the penalty hereinafter prescribed.


(B)

No customer shall be permitted to use the stop cock of the service connection for shutting off gas while making extensions, additions or repairs to the pipe.  Interruption of service will be made by the City or its properly authorized employees.


(C)

Tampering shall include any type of confinement, enclosure, covering over, surface sealing or changing of the environment relative to any parts of the gas system or equipment of the City.  Such tampering shall become the liability of the customer who shall pay the City the actual cost of removal, repairing and/or replacing equipment or material.

ARTICLE II – GAS RATES AND FEES

17-2-1

METER DEPOSIT.  Each application shall be accompanied with a deposit of the sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) to be known as a Meter Deposit Charge, except rental property, which shall be the sum of One Hundred Seventy-Five Dollars ($175.00).


This Meter Deposit Charge shall be deposited in the Natural Gas Meter Deposit Fund and in the event any customer discontinues service and has paid in full all amounts due for gas or service charges, then the full amount of the deposit shall be refunded.  However, in the event that any amounts are due from the customer, either for gas or service charges, then such amounts shall be deducted and paid into the proper fund and the balance shall be refunded.

17-2-2

COST OF GAS SERVICE CONNECTION.

(A)

For all regular three-fourth (3/4) inch taps and service connections, the City will furnish and install a valve, service tee, service pipe, connection, fittings, regulator, meter and necessary stop cocks for the sum of Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350.00) all complete connections made within the City limits.  The connection fee for outside the City limits shall be Five Hundred Fifty Dollars ($550.00) per connection.  The Council shall have the right to designate the manner in which payments for service connections shall be made.

(B)

For business or industrial purposes, or for special space, heating requirements requiring larger than three-fourths (3/4) inch service pipe with incidental larger fittings, stop cocks, regulators, and meters, these service connections shall be made in a like manner and the service line in excess of seventy-five (75) feet from the property line shall be paid for at actual cost to the City, provided that upon application therefor, special permission may be granted by the City Council authorizing the applicant to make such service connections at their own expense under the supervision of and subject to such reasonable conditions and regulations as may be prescribed by such permit; none of these conditions are to be inconsistent with the provisions of this Code.  A firm contract for installation of such space heating equipment shall be accepted in lieu of the actual equipment installation date as specified herein.

17-2-3

GAS RATE.  The rates and charges for the use and services of the municipal gas utility of the City are hereby established.  Such rates and charges shall be made and collected against each consumer who shall directly or indirectly receive gas from the municipal utility.  The rates and charges shall be based upon the quantity of gas used by each consumer, as measured by the gas meter.

The charges shall be computed on a monthly basis, and at the following rates:


(A)

Those customers who receive Utility Services INSIDE the City corporate limits shall pay the following monthly Gas Utility Service Rates and Charges:


GAS CHARGES


$28.57 (minimum)


In addition to the minimum Gas Charge, customers shall be charged for actual cost of Gas, transportation, associated fees, and any other associated expenses, determined by the City on or about the first day of each month, for each billing foot of gas.  These additional charges and fees shall be added to the minimum charge and appear together as one charge on the customer’s utility bill.

(B)

Those customers who receive Utility Services OUTSIDE the City corporate limits shall pay the following monthly Gas Utility Service Rates and Charges:


GAS CHARGES


$30.57 (minimum)


In addition to the minimum Gas Charge, customers shall be charged for actual cost of Gas, transportation, associated fees, and any other associated expenses, determined by the City on or about the first day of each month, for each billing foot of gas.  These additional charges and fees shall be added to the minimum charge and appear together as one charge on the customer’s utility bill.


These rates and charges shall take effect on November 1, 2022 and remain in effect until April 30, 2023, unless otherwise amended or repealed by official Act of the City Council.
(Ord. No. 2022-25; 10-04-22)

17-2-4

COST CHANGE ADJUSTMENT.  Any change in the cost of natural gas to the City from its pipeline supplier shall be applied to the rates for service by computations of percentage cost factor or unit cost per MCF.

17-2-5

BILLING PROCEDURES AND PROTOCOLS.  The billing procedures and protocols as specified in Chapter 38 Article II shall be applicable to all gas customer charges and fees.
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